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Introduction 

 
The Evergreen School District Master Plan for English Learners is a result of collaboration and               
commitment to meeting and exceeding the needs of our English Language Learner (ELL) students. This               
plan works to ensure that our students receive an exemplary education. Faithful implementation of              
this plan will give ELLs a solid educational foundation. 
 
 
 
Evaluation Goals 
 
1. Implementation: Utilize adopted materials, including California English Language Development          
(CA ELD) Standards and the English Language Arts (ELA)/ELD Framework, to implement a coherent              
designated and integrated ELD program. 
2. English Proficiency: English Learners (ELs) will make steady progress in developing academic             
English language proficiency.  
3. Academic Progress: Examine assessment data that reflects the achievement of ELLs, and provide a               
structure that enables students to make steady growth. 
4. Professional Development: The district’s professional development plan includes ongoing          
training for all staff who work with ELs that is responsive, research, and practice-based. 
5. Parent Involvement: Parents of ELs and Reclassified Fluent English Proficient (RFEPs) will be              
given opportunities to participate in their children’s education. 
6. Assessments: EL assessment data that identifies a student’s progress in language proficiency will              
be provided to all stakeholders and utilized to drive instruction.  
7. Cultural Proficiency: All students and staff will be given opportunities to develop cultural              
proficiency. 
8. Program Monitoring: District and site will periodically monitor and report out the progress on                
goals 1-7 of our program. 
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From Our Superintendent 
 
Mission Statement (updated 12/22/17) 
Evergreen Elementary School District provides all students a high quality education in a safe and               
nurturing environment where each student demonstrates a spirit of respect, responsibility,           
global-mindedness and a commitment to achieving academic and civic excellence.  
 
Vision Statement 
Evergreen Elementary School District, in partnership with the community, will be a place where teachers,               
staff and students are partners in developing each student’s unique potential. 
 
Message 
Evergreen School District takes seriously its responsibility to educate all students at high levels. We               
are fortunate to have highly dedicated and expertly skilled teachers, administrators, and support staff.              
Together with parents, we provide all our students with an excellent education. This Master Plan for                
English Learners details how we will go about doing that for our English Learners. With               
approximately 33% of our student population being English Learners, it is critical that we articulate               
how we will meet their needs. This Master Plan does just that. It is a guide to assist all schools in                     
providing every English Learner with an instructional program that includes daily English language             
development, access to the core curriculum and promotion of multicultural proficiency. The Master             
Plan is the outcome of a concerted effort among all stakeholders involved to effectively serve our                
English Learners. Many thanks to the teachers, administrators, support staff, and parents for their              
dedication and collaboration in inspiring our students toward academic excellence. 
 
Respectfully, 
Kathy Gomez 
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Chapter One 
Initial Identification, Assessment and Program Placement 
 
Step 1: Registration Including Completion of Home Language Survey (HLS) 
Parents go to the school site in order to register for school. At the school, parents complete a Home                   
Language Survey as required by state law. The parent is offered a Home Language Survey in their                 
primary language. This survey is completed the first time the parent enrolls the child in the district.                 
The original HLS supersedes all others. 
When any of the first three questions is answered as a language other than English, the language is                  
determined to be the primary language and the English Language Proficiency Assessment of California              
(ELPAC) is required. The parent is given a copy of the ELPAC brochure (in their primary language)                 
which explains that the ELPAC will be administered to the child. The Initial assessment is given within                 
30 calendar days of the student’s enrollment. Students are tested annually until they are reclassified               
as English Language Proficient. 
 
Fluent English Proficient:  Student is placed in the regular school program 
Limited English Proficient:  Student given ELD assistance 
  
Step 2: English Language Proficiency Assessment of California 
ELPAC Overview 
What is the ELPAC? 
ELPAC is a state mandated test that school districts are required to administer to students whose                
home language is not English. The parent/guardian or adult student identifies their home language in               
the Language Survey section of the Student Enrollment Process. If any of the first three questions are                 
answered with a language other than English, the ELPAC test must be administered. The purpose of                
ELPAC is to identify students who are English Learners in Kindergarten through grade 12, to monitor                
their progress in learning English, and to document their English proficiency. 
 

Who must take the ELPAC? 
All students whose home language is not English must take the test within 30 calendar days after they                  
are first enrolled in a California public school. The ELPAC must be given once each year to English                  
Learners until they score proficient in English. 
 

Where is the home language identified? 
The parent/guardian or adult student identifies their primary language in the Language Survey section              
of the Student Enrollment Application. If any of the following three questions are answered with a                
language other than English, the ELPAC test must be administered. 
 
1. What language did your child first learn to speak? 
2. Which language does your child most frequently use at home? 
3. Which language do you most frequently speak to your child? 
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What does the ELPAC cover? 
The ELPAC covers listening and speaking skills for students in Kindergarten and grade 1. The test for                 
students in grades 2 through 12 covers listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. 
 
Who administers the ELPAC? 
A Test Examiner from your school will contact the parent/student and make arrangements to              
administer the test. 
 
How are the ELPAC results scored? 
ELPAC General Performance Level Descriptors  
 
Level 4 English learners at this level have well-developed oral (listening and speaking) and written               
(reading and writing) skills. They can use English to learn and communicate in meaningful ways that                
are appropriate to different tasks, purposes, and audiences in a variety of social and academic contexts.                
They may need occasional linguistic support to engage in familiar social and academic contexts; they               
may need light support to communicate on less familiar tasks and topics. This test performance level                
corresponds to the upper range of the “Bridging” proficiency level as described in the 2012 California                
English Language Development Standards, Kindergarten Through Grade 12 (CA ELD Standards).  
 
Level 3 English learners at this level have moderately developed oral (listening and speaking) and               
written (reading and writing) skills. They can sometimes use English to learn and communicate in               
meaningful ways in a range of topics and content areas. They need light-to-minimal linguistic support               
to engage in familiar social and academic contexts; they need moderate support to communicate on               
less familiar tasks and topics. This test performance level corresponds to the upper range of the                
“Expanding” proficiency level through the lower range of the “Bridging” proficiency level as described              
in the CA ELD Standards.  
 
Level 2 English learners at this level have somewhat developed oral (listening and speaking) and               
written (reading and writing) skills. They can use English to meet immediate communication needs              
but often are not able to use English to learn and communicate on topics and content areas. They need                   
moderate-to-light linguistic support to engage in familiar social and academic contexts; they need             
substantial-to-moderate support to communicate on less familiar tasks and topics. This test            
performance level corresponds to the low- to mid-range of the “Expanding” proficiency level as              
described in the CA ELD Standards.  
 
Level 1 English learners at this level have minimally developed oral (listening and speaking) and               
written (reading and writing) English skills. They tend to rely on learned words and phrases to                
communicate meaning at a basic level. They need substantial-to-moderate linguistic support to            
communicate in familiar social and academic contexts; they need substantial linguistic support to             
communicate on less familiar tasks and topics. This test performance level corresponds to the              
“Emerging” proficiency level as described in the CA ELD Standards. 
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The report for each student provides: 
    * A proficiency level for each section of the test 
    * An overall English proficiency level 
 
How will the results of the ELPAC be used? 
Initial test results for newly-enrolled students are used to help identify English Learners who need to                
develop their speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills in English. Annual ELPAC results are used               
to assess the student’s progress towards English proficiency. 
 

Step 3: Primary Language Assessment 
Primary language assessments will be administered by personnel fluent in the primary language of the               
student. Testing will take place within 90 days of enrollment. Testing is done by site personnel                
whenever possible. If there is not a person on site, the Instruction Department makes arrangements               
with the student(s) and the appropriate primary language examiner to administer the primary             
language assessment. If there is a group of new students (10 or more) who speak a particular language                  
i.e. Tagalog, the Instruction Department will find a person to administer the test. Please note: this test                 
is administered once! If a student is coming from another district, primary language information is               
reported from the cumulative folder on the DSP 12 and returned to the Instruction Department to be                 
added to PowerSchool.  The date the test was administered will be included. 
 

Kindergarten – 2 grades are tested in primary oral language only. 
Grades 3 – 8 grades are tested in primary oral language, reading and writing. 
 
Assessments: 
Spanish:  Grades K – 1:  Pre-LAS Español 
Grades 2 – 5:  LAS I 
Grades 3 – 8:  LAS II 
Vietnamese:  Grades K – 1:  VAOLP K 
Grades 2 – 5:  VAOLP 1 
Grades 3 – 8:  VAOLP 2 
Other L1:  Elk Grove Dominant Language Survey (i.e. Cantonese, Mandarin, Punjabi, Hindi,  
     Tagalog, etc.) 
L1 Reading:  District adopted informal reading assessment 
L1 Writing:  District adopted writing sample 
 

Step 4: Parent Notification Results and Placement 
Upon completion of initial testing, parents are notified of “preliminary scores” and placement for initial               
assessments. Parents are notified of annual assessments once official scores are returned. The results              
of the Home Language Survey and the language assessments (and in the case of transfer students the                 
results of a review of transcripts and previous program placement noted in the registration form) are                
used to define the options open to students for program placement. 
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Step 5: Placement in the ELD Program 
Options for Delivery of Instruction for ELLs: 
SEI:  Structured English Immersion 
Mainstream English 
Sheltered Instruction (SI)/Specially Designed Academic Instruction in English (SDAIE) 
Integrated and Designated ELD Instruction 
 
Emerging (1 and 2) 
Non English proficient student 
Program includes integrated- including SDAIE- and designated ELD and limited L1 support if the              
student is fluent in his/her primary language. 
 
Expanding (3)  
Limited English Proficient Student 
Program includes integrated- including SDAIE- and designated ELD, and limited L1 support if needed.  
 
Bridging (4) 
Advanced Limited English Proficient Student 
Program includes integrated- including SDAIE- and designated ELD. 
 
Reclassification 
The EL student is reclassified to Fluent English Proficient (FEP) when district criteria are met. Student                
exits the ELD Program and is monitored for two years from the date the student was reclassified. 
 
Transfer Students 
When a student has a primary language other than English, the ELPAC and EL history is requested                 
from the previous district by the ELD Assessment Specialist. 
 
Training for Staff and Administration on Initial Identification, Placement & Parental Rights 
The Instruction Department provides ongoing training for administrators and staff on procedures            
relating to initial identification, placement and parental rights. These terms are addressed at English              
Learners Advisory Committee (ELAC), and District English Language Advisory Committee (DELAC)           
and training for teachers, paraeducators and administrators. In order to ensure consistency, the             
training emphasizes sensitivity to parents, including how to make parents feel welcome and making              
sure that they are truly informed. They must have the opportunity to take an active role in the process                   
of deciding on an appropriate program for their child. 
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Chapter Two 
Instructional Programs 
 
ELD Standards and ELD Program Goals 
The Evergreen School District utilizes the updated CA ELD standards which align with national              
Common Core standards. These standards are used to measure educational progress of            
Evergreen’s English Language Learners (ELL) and to implement research based instructional           
strategies to help the students reach their highest level of academic potential, performance and              
success.  
 
The goals of the Evergreen School District English Language Development (ELD) program are for each               
English Language Learner (ELL) to benefit from the full district curriculum and to ensure access to                
21st Century Skills. To this end, it is necessary that English be learned quickly and thoroughly. The                 
primary language of the students will be used whenever possible in an instructional and educationally               
supportive manner in order to sustain academic achievement while the students acquire English. 
 
Through a balanced ELD Program, students are taught appropriately in a natural and meaningful              
setting calling upon the integration of many aspects of the child’s world. This program also supports                
the development in the primary language for the child, which pre-determines success in learning              
English. 
 
To develop a rich and varied language foundation in English and the primary language and to develop                 
proficiency in English as rapidly and as effectively as possible, ELLs will receive a program of                
instruction based on the Common Core standards and will be offered the following program options: 
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The Big Picture (Program Options) 
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Program Options for Delivery of Instruction 
Evergreen School District offers three options for delivery of instruction to ELLs: Structured English              
Immersion (SEI), sheltered instruction, including SDAIE and mainstream English, integrated and           
designated ELD Instruction. The Evergreen School District currently provides the following basic            
instructional services to students identified as English Learners: 
 
Structured English Immersion or Sheltered (SEI): K-8 EL students who have been assessed on the               
ELPAC and found to be at “less than reasonable levels of fluency in English” (ELPAC levels 1 – 3)                   
receive daily Designated ELD in ELD and access to core content subjects through SDAIE instruction in                
the regular mainstream classroom. 
 
1. Clearly defined language and content objectives: 
Lesson plan objectives reflect high content and ELD standards. 
Teachers consciously integrate English language development into content instruction, e.g., science,           
social studies, math. 
Language objectives reflect a sequential pattern for language learning that builds on and reinforces              
students’ emerging knowledge of English. Example: Students record observations of science           
experiment using short phrases and pictures before using sentences and then paragraphs for lab              
report. Key vocabulary is introduced, written, repeated, and highlighted for students to see.  
 
2. Supplementary materials: 
Lessons are made clear and meaningful by using supplementary materials such as graphs, models,              
hands-on materials and visual aids. 
Content of materials are adapted to students’ level of English proficiency. 
Adapt texts and assignments through a variety of means to make the information accessible to EL                
students. Example: Dense text is graphically depicted, outlined or rewritten in more comprehensible             
language. 
Passages are read aloud and paragraphed. 
As students’ English proficiency improves, they work in pairs or in small groups to interact, discuss                
and understand content area text. 
 
3. Scaffolding: 
Begin instruction at a level that encourages student success and provides support to move students               
from their current level of understanding to higher levels of understanding. 
This can be verbal prompting e.g., asking questions, elaborating on students’ responses, providing             
students with an outline of materials. 
Scaffolding is removed as students’ progress and function independently. 
 
4. Interaction: 
Provide frequent opportunities for interaction and discussion between the teacher and students as             
well as students to students. 
Provide sufficient wait time for students to respond. 
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